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servatism, It shows itself as freely open to conviction on questions of material and moral advantages as can be expected from people who think slowly and act deliberately. Some years ago It was the fashion to look upon the simple methods of village agriculture as stupid. It was said that the plough simply made a scratch In the soil, and for scientific agriculture deeper ploughing would be necessary. But scientific experiments have proved what such men as Dr Voelcker have contended all along: that the methods pursued In the Indian village are the best, most economical, and most efficient under the conditions under which the Indian ryot has to work. The object In India Is not so much to drain the soil of unnecessary moisture, as to retain such moisture as there is in the ground; and for this reason shallow ploughing is far more reasonable than deep ploughing, although, of course, local circumstances may qualify this proposition. On the other hand, the old sugar-cane press, which was universally used In the Indian villages, has practically been supplanted by the new iron press. This complete revolution has taken place within ten or fifteen years. The reason was that economically the new press was sound. It gave more juice; It worked more expeditiously; and, In the long run, the cost of the production of sugar was reduced by its use. There was absolutely no difficulty In the way of the " stupid Ryots" adopting It wholesale.